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Introduction

Sustrans were engaged by Friends of EIm Lane and Lewisham Cyclists to
investigate the feasibility of a new 2.5km walking, wheeling and cycling route
between Catford and Forest Hill. This study aims to highlight the value of a new
connection, and to identify and explore the barriers which currently prevent access
to the route. Furthermore, we have set out the physical interventions needed to

deliver an attractive, accessible and logical choice for as many users as possible.

In addition to linking Catford and Forest Hill, there is an aspiration to connect to
existing routes, such as the popular Waterlink Way (National Cycle Network Route
21). This has onward links to Deptford and Beckenham and the cycle routes into
London via London Cycle Network Route 62 (LCN62) and across to Crystal Palace
via London Cycle Network Route 26 (LCN26). The full extent of the route to connect
Forest Hill and Catford town centres lay beyond the scope of this study. The railway
lines and their associated bridges and underpasses at Forest Hill and Catford in both
cases pose significant barriers to safe walking, wheeling and cycling (Page 23)

which will need to be addressed for the route to be fully realised.
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Connecting community facilities

Whilst the benefits of public green spaces for health and wellbeing are well known,
access to green spaces is unequal across London. In general, areas with higher
deprivation have poorer access to green space than areas of lower deprivation®. The

London Borough of Lewisham is the seventh most deprived local authority in

London?. Furthermore, a large proportion of Catford and Forest Hill is categorised as
an OArea of Deficiency®é6 in access to publ

than 1km walking distance from a publicly accessible green space?.

Therefore, a key aim of the proposed Catford to Forest Hill route is to improve access

to local green spaces such as the Waterlink Way. Located at the eastern end of the

route, the Waterlink Way is an established part of route 21 on the National Cycle
Network (NCN 21). The Waterlink Way follows both the Pool and Ravensbourne
rivers and connects several parks and green spaces, including Ladywell Fields, River

Pool Linear Park, and South Norwood Country Park. In addition to improving access

to local green spaces, the route seeks to better connect local amenities in Catford

and Forest Hill such as shops, libraries, community and leisure facilities.

1. Local Green Spaces 2023 (CPRE, 2023)

2. English Indices of Deprivation 2019 Summary (Lewisham Council, 2019)
3. Parks and Open Spaces Strateqy 2020-2025 (Lewisham Council, 2020)



https://www.cpre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Local-Green-Spaces-report.pdf
https://councilmeetings.lewisham.gov.uk/documents/s71606/07Itemstabledatmeet-ingSSCSC160120.pdf
https://councilmeetings.lewisham.gov.uk/documents/s72559/Parks%20and%20Open%20Space%20Strategy%202020.pdf
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/find-a-route-on-the-national-cycle-network/waterlink-way

Supporting Plans and Strategies

Cvycling Action Plan 2, 2023 |

Transport for London == High cycling potential corridor
== Medium cycling potential corridor

This document sets out new targets
for an expansion i
Cycleway network, indicating priority
cycling corridors for future
investment. These are based upon
the data-led Strategic Cycling
Analysis, which is derived from
evidence on routes with low current
demand and high potential demand.
It also considers data on deprivation
and health inequalities, air quality
and road danger.

Feasibility study route alignment
== \Waterlink Way (NCN 21) , Catford

/

Relevant goals include:

An east-west corridor between PR

Catford and Forest Hill, which ' i

closely aligns with the route

proposed in this feasibility study,

is identifiedasai Hi gh cycl 1 ng

potenti al ,meaning i dRyuredl. Map with approximate overlay of TfL Strategic Cycling Analysis 2022 routes (Felt, 2024)
there is a high potential demand
for a safe and accessible cycle
route here. Correspondingly,
there is likely TfL investment
and interest in quality walking
and cycling in this area.

The alignment suggested in this feasibility study, which mostly uses quiet streets, would
provide a more safe, accessible and cost-effective option than creating a Cycleway
along the South Circular (A205) as suggested in the Cycling Action Plan 2 (Figure 1).

Note: A full route overview is provided on page 10.


https://content.tfl.gov.uk/cycling-action-plan.pdf

Supporting Plans and Strategies

Lewisham Climate Emergency Strateqgic Action Transport Strateqy and Local Implementation Plan
Plan, 2020-2030 | London Borough of Lewisham (LIP), 2019-2041 | London Borough of Lewisham

This strategy sets the councilThs sambicuimems fsenr sLeowitshdadm tcomul

carbon neutral by 2030. i mpl ementing the Mayor of Lond:
within Lewisham.

Relevant objectives and actions include:

Relevant goals include:
Implement a programme of local transport

improvements to support and encourage cycling in the An improved network of cycling and walking routes with

borough, including more cycleways and the introduction links to town centres and improved east-west

of contraflow lanes to one-way routes. Consulting locally connections

on reallocating road / parking space where there are

opportunities to do so Reducing traffic levels, congestion and vehicle idling and
encourage active travel

Reflecting the council s transport and public realm

aspirations in the emerging masterplan for Catford, Walking, cycling and public transport will be prioritised in

including better pedestrian and cycling routes and new developments as the best options

facilities

Delivering a programme of measures to reduce road
danger including traffic calming measures to support
compliance with the 20 mph speed limit across the
borough

Exploring opportunities and seek funding to improve
cycling provision on other distributor routes (approx.
£500k-1m per corridor depending on length and types of
measures required)


https://lewisham.gov.uk/-/media/files/imported/localimplementationplan/reviseddraftlipmarch19final.ashx
https://lewisham.gov.uk/-/media/files/imported/localimplementationplan/reviseddraftlipmarch19final.ashx
https://lewisham.gov.uk/-/media/files/imported/localimplementationplan/reviseddraftlipmarch19final.ashx
https://lewisham.gov.uk/-/media/files/imported/lewisham-climate-emergency-strategic-action-plan-2020-2030.ashx#:~:text=We%20are%20incredibly%20proud%20that,better%20Lewisham%20for%20future%20generations.
https://lewisham.gov.uk/-/media/files/imported/localimplementationplan/reviseddraftlipmarch19final.ashx
https://lewisham.gov.uk/-/media/files/imported/lewisham-climate-emergency-strategic-action-plan-2020-2030.ashx#:~:text=We%20are%20incredibly%20proud%20that,better%20Lewisham%20for%20future%20generations.
https://lewisham.gov.uk/-/media/files/imported/lewisham-climate-emergency-strategic-action-plan-2020-2030.ashx#:~:text=We%20are%20incredibly%20proud%20that,better%20Lewisham%20for%20future%20generations.

Design Standards

London Streets Toolkit - Transport for London

Design guidance documents to help create high quality
streets and public spaces.

Guidance applied to this study includes:

London Cycling Design Standards (2014): Sets out
requirements and advice for cycle network planning and for
the design of dedicated cycle infrastructure

Streetscape Guidance (2022): Provides a standard for
Londonds streets, outlining
material selection, installation and maintenance

Access Control Guidance Note (2023): Outlines a process
for considering the suitability of access control barriers, and
highlights the need for greenspace entry points to be
inclusive by design and accessible to all

(¢)
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Figure 2. London Streets Toolkit documents
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Local Transport Note (LTN) 1/20 - Department for
Transport

This document provides guidance and good practice
specifically for the design of cycle infrastructure. The
guidance contains tools which sets local authorities a
measurable quality threshold to achieve when designing
cycling schemes. The guidance from LTN 1/20 has been
applied throughout this feasibility study.

Core to the guidance are five design principles which
represent the essential reguirements to achieve more people

lifyor cgtim@ d design,

1. Coherent -
Department
for Transport

2. Direct

3. Safe
Cycle
Infrastructure
Design

4. Comfortable

5. Attractive

Figure 3. LTN 1/20


https://tfl.gov.uk/corporate/publications-and-reports/streets-toolkit#on-this-page-2
https://content.tfl.gov.uk/lcds-chapter1-designrequirements.pdf
https://content.tfl.gov.uk/streetscape-guidance-2022-revision-2.pdf
https://content.tfl.gov.uk/access-control-guidance-note-june-2023-acc.pdf

Healthy Streets Approach

The Healthy Streets Approach places

people at the centre of the planning &
design process. The approach
focuses on creating streets that are
safe and attractive, where noise, air
pollution, lack of accessibility, seating
and shelter are not barriers that
prevent people from getting out and
about. The approach is based around
ten Healthy Streets Indicators (Figure
4), each helping us to consider the
experience of those using the public
realm. These indicators are designed
to be applied to any street and aim to
deliver improvements across a broad
range of measures. They have been
central to the design considerations

throughout this feasibility study.

Everyone
feels
welcome

Figure 4. Healthy Streets Indicators


https://www.healthystreets.com/what-is-healthy-streets

Engagement with key stakeholders
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Housing Directorate (London Borough of Lewisham)

A key aim of the proposed route is improving access to the Waterlink Way -es.  Proposed new pathway

(National Cycle Network Route 21) along a new pathway through Vineyard A\ Lewisham Council land

Close, a residential estate which is managed by Lewisham Council. % Route alignment

Furthermore, Lewisham council owns the land and fencing through which
the new pathway would be situated (Figure 5). A preliminary meeting was
held with the Community Relations Manager and Area Environment

PN

Manager of the councilds Housing Direct

principle of improvements and creation of a new pathway at Vineyard Close.

The next steps for landowner engagement are discussed on page 24.

Resident engagement

In December 2023, we knocked on the doors of residents of both Vineyard
Close and EIm Lane, asking a mixture of open ended and survey style
questions. As discussed above, Vineyard Close has been identified as a
priority location for interventions along the proposed Catford to Forest Hill
route. Additional focus has been placed on Elm Lane due to the very poor Figure 5. Land ownership map for Vineyard Close
surface conditions at time of writing. The questions asked explored (LB Lewisham, 2023)

experiences relating to walking, wheeling and cycling in the area, as well as

seeking suggestions for improvements. The responses have fed into the

design process and are summarised on page 9 of this document .



Summary of door knocking

Vineyard Close Elm Lane

A 20 respondents from ~80 properties (~25% response rate)* A 8 respondents (including London Marble) from ~23 nearby
properties (~35% response rate)*

A Opinions on a new path between Vineyard Close and

Waterlink Way: A Opinions on upgrading the surfacing along EIm Lane:

8 respondents
in favour

15 respondents 2 respondents 3 respondents
in favour neutral against

A Preferred mode of transport using a new path between A Preferred mode of transport using EIm Lane if the
Vineyard Close and Waterlink Way**: P surfacing was upgraded**:

13 respondents

[ ]
walk ”

3 respondents
[ ]

cycle (ﬁ)

3 respondents
[ J

run x

4 respondents
[ 4

walk ”

2 respondents
(d

cycle %

4 respondents

drive “

Most common issues: Antisocial behaviour, broken fencmg,
poor accessibility to Waterlink Way :

Commonly suggested improvements for new pathway:
Better lighting, resurfacing, bins, seating

Most common issues: Accessibility and surfacing, litter andé
fly tipping, safety :

Commonly suggested improvements for new surfacing:
Speed restrictions, modal filters, parking controls

*The encountered response rate of 25-35% is close to typical response rates for door knocking

*Some respondents chose more than one mode of transport



Route overview
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The route begins on the Waterlink Way (NCN 21), where a new pathway connects to Vineyard Close. The route then turns left onto Riverview Park, then right onto EIm
Lane. The route continues along the length of ElIm Lane, before continuing over Perry Hill via a new parallel crossing. After a new shared-use section adjacent to
Woolstone Road, the route rejoins the carriageway along Vancouver Road. The route follows Vancouver Road for 550m, before passing through a traffic-free link and
new parallel crossing onto Cranston Road. The route then follows Loxton Road and Kemble Road, where there is potential for joining London Cycle Network (LCN) Route
62 at Malham Road. The route then follows Cibber Road and Trilby Road, before passing through a traffic-free link onto Sunderland Road where there is potential for
joining LCN 26 via Church Rise, Westbourne Drive, Perry Vale and Dacres Road. The route follows South Road for 250m before continuing along a new contraflow on

Church Vale. The route turns right onto Perry Vale via a new signalised junction, then follows Perry Vale along a new segregated cycleway for existing route LCN 62.



Design intervention cost indicators

Indicator Type
We have developed a banded £ A Barrier and gateway
- . redesign
system to indicate approximate (E1k i £5K) A Localised wayfinding

costs per intervention. Each project
receives a set of pound symbols as

a cost indication (see Table 1). A A Step-free access
Public engagement and

design project

££

single symbol indicates a lower cost
(EBk T £50K)

band with up to four symbols
indicating more expensive and

complex projects. More specific _
A Controlled crossing

Dedicated cycle
infrastructure

£EEE

(E50K i £250K)

costs would be developed subject to
future funding and feasibility. The

banded system was developed with
Sustransao

EEEE

(E250k+)

support from the

and engineering professionals. major severance

A Complex controlled
crossing

Table 1. Cost indicator table

Examples

A Basic informal crossings
Barrier redesign

A Themed wayfinding

A Stakeholder engagement

A Dropped kerbs

A Collaborative Design project including
public events and engineering or design
outputs

A Zebra crossing: £50k - £70k
A Signalised crossing: £130k - £150k
A Installation of a segregated cycleway

de s i 19 n . _ .
,& Significant diversions and A Carriageway reconstruction

Complex negotiations to adopt a new road
A Controlled crossings which may require
traffic modelling



Section 1: Vineyard Close to Riverview Park

Riverview Park

A wide road with good surfacing quality
and low vehicle traffic, therefore
suitable for a quiet route. Pavement
parking along most of length.

Design Interventions:
A Move vehicle parking to
carriageway

Cost estimate: £
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Waterlink Way to Vineyard Close

Pleasant section surrounded by greenery, with a clear
desire line from Waterlink Way. Currently unlit and unmade,
with no access from Waterlink Way to Vineyard Close due
to fencing. Land and fencing owned by Lewisham Council,
therefore negotiation required through potential adoption by
Highways or creation of a new right of way.

Design Interventions (see Visualisation 1.1 and 1.2):

A Surfaced, bound shared use path connecting Waterlink
Way with Vineyard Close, with lighting (noting
residential and ecological sensitivity) and bins

A Remove section of fencing at eastern end of Vineyard
Close and replace with a welcoming and accessible
entrance way with planting on either side

Cost estimate: ££




Visualisation 1.1: Waterlink Way to Vineyard Close

Ecologically
sensitive lighting
to minimise
impact to fauna

Sealed, bound
shared use
pathway
Rubbish bin

Welcoming
sighage

Modal traffic filter




Visualisation 1.2: Waterlink Way to Vineyard Close

Y
Wb ~Vor

A. Sealed, bound shared use pathway
(contrasting colours / materials to car
park)

B. Welcoming signage
C. Modal trafficfilter

D. Raingardens




Section 2: EIm Lane to Woolstone Road

Woolstone Road

Wide carriageway and wide footway at
junction with Vancouver Road creates an
opportunity for reallocating space for
pedestrians. Footway is narrow at
eastern end of Woolstone Road.

Design Interventions

(see Concept Design 1):

A Build out footway at Perry Hill /
eastern end of Woolstone Road

A Reallocate road space from Blythe
Vale, Woolstone Road and

Vancouver Road footway to create a

shared use space continuing from
Perry Hill crossing.

Cost indicator: £££

alen aplig

Recommended Alignment
Green Space
* Visualisation

F 3

Concept Design

=)
N
=
3

0 0.1

o Little
@
S Acorns
o Day

Elm Lane

\,
N,
Playing Fields

Esti Commulnity Maps Contributors, Esri UK, Esri, TomTom, Garmin, Foursquare,

GeoTechnologies, Inc, METI/NASA, USGS

Perry Hill Crossing

Busy local high street
with high pedestrian
footfall and existing
zebra crossing. High
traffic volumes and
speeds. View from
Woolstone Road onto
Perry Hill is obstructed
by railings and planters.
Perry Hill is on three bus
routes; one which turns
onto Woolstone Road.

Design Interventions
(see Concept Design 1):
A Convert zebra on
Perry Hill to parallel
crossing to
accommodate cycles
A Improve visibility at
Woolstone Road /
Catford Hill junction by
removing fencing and
planting

Cost indicator: £££

Elm Lane

Lane well used by a variety of regular users
including local residents, London Marble, a
boxing club, and local schools accessing
adjacent EIm Lane Playing Fields.

Entire length is unadopted. Currently one-
way eastbound vehicle traffic. Very poor,
waterlogged surfacing, with deep potholes
throughout. Narrow pedestrian path between
Bargrove Crescent and Perry Hill is often
used by vehicles due to parked vehicles.
Difficulty for emergency vehicle access.

Design Interventions (see Visualisation 2):

A Resurface entire road, full construction;
excavate to formation level, lay sub-base

and surface*

A Install new lighting and planting

A Shared use path along length

A Traffic filter adjacent to Bargrove
Crescent to prevent through movements

by motorised traffic or camera enforced
filter at either end

Cost indicator: [EEEE

*For approximate cost comparisons between
different surfacing methods, see Appendix A




Visualisation 2: EIm Lane

Soft lighting

Reconstructed sealed, bound
shared use pathway

Continuous pedestrian footway

Modal traffic filter adjacent to
Bargrove Crescent (not pictured)

Rain gardens




Concept Design 1: Perry Hill Crossing
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Shared-use on Woolstone Road to
Vancouver Road. Footway buildout
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Indicative cost:
£75k 7 £100k*

*Requirements:
A Electrical
connections
A Drainage
modifications
A Possible
adjustment of
utilities
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of kerbs and
carriageway
and footway
surfacing




Section 3: Vancouver Road to Trilby Road

Trilby Road / Shipman Road to
Sunderland Road traffic-free link

Pleasant pedestrian footway with grass
and vegetation on both sides of footway
and large under-utilised area at the
Sunderland Road end. Large tree roots
create uneven surfacing. May be
unwelcoming at night. Fencing at
Sunderland Road end.

Design Interventions

(See Visualisation 3):

A Install planting and new lighting at
Trilby Road end

A Install seating and play features

A Widen, level and resurface path into
some of grass / vegetated area

A Remove fencing at Sunderland Road

end
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Cranston Road

Quiet residential street with an existing pedestrian island
which is unaligned with traffic-free link. Pavement parking.

Design Interventions:

A Parallel crossing over
Cranston Road to
accommodate cycles,
aligned with traffic-
free link with dropped
kerbs at either end

A Move vehicle parking
to carriageway

A Build out footways to

Vancouver Road to Cranston Road
traffic-free link

Surfacing is generally good. No dropped
kerb at Vancouver Road end. Barriers at
Cranston Road end are narrow and difficult
to navigate. Lighting installed but may be

unwelcoming at night.

Design Interventions:
A Dropped kerbs at both ends of link
A Remove barriers at Cranston Road

end

Cost indicator: ££

2m wide

Cost indicator: £££

A
A

Cost indicator: ££

Improve lighting
Install seating, greenery, floor artwork




Visualisation 3: Shipman Road Traffic-Free Link

Soft lighting

. Additional trees

Bench on paved
base with wheel
chair space

Informal play
features

Widened sealed,
bound shared
use pathway

Removal of
existing fence




