Record of Monthly Meeting of Lewisham Cyclists (LC) at RUSS Hub on Wednesday 4" March

2026 at 6.30pm

Present in person: Alex Raha (LC Coordinator), Tim Collingridge (LC Secretary), Jane Davis
(LC Community Engagement & Rides Coordinator), Brian Turpin, Inspector Adrian Hanna
(Met Police), Sergeant Rachael Hardie (Met Police), Judith Barrett (LC & Labour Cllr
candidate for Rushey Green), Robin (Green Cllr candidate for Ladywell), Natalie (Green
Cllr candidate for Crofton Park), Roy Ashman, Gaby, Fintan, Malcolm.

Present online: Mario Toraldo; James.

Apologies: Cllr. Mark Ingleby (Lewisham Active Travel Champion).

The following items were discussed at the meeting:

Inspector Adrian Hanna (Lewisham Safer Neighbourhoods Lead for Robbery) and
Sergeant Rachael Hardie (Cycling Lead for the Borough) attended our meeting in
response to people’s current concerns over safety when riding on some cycle routes in
the north of the borough.

o Adrian comprehensively briefed us on two specific ongoing crime issues in the

north of the borough:

Firstly along Cycleway 10 (C10) Millwall Path and onwards up into Southwark.
Two individuals on a moped have been stealing bicycles, almost exclusively
Bromptons, from people riding through the area. The individuals are always
masked and are believed to be using a knife to threaten riders. There have
been twelve occurrences of this crime since Xmas 2025, although LC are aware
that there have been previous, possibly related, incidents along this section
going back around 18 months. Typically this crime is committed on Monday to
Friday between 7am and 10am or 5pm and 9pm i.e. commuting time. Police
believe these cycles may be stolen to order or shipped abroad so may not
appear for sale on websites like Facebook Marketplace.

Secondly around Folkestone Gardens, Woodpecker estate and up towards Surrey
Quays, although the individuals may not come from this immediate area. A gang
of five to ten masked youths, in their mid-teens, are robbing cyclists and
sometimes pedestrians. Typically happening on Friday or Saturday evenings
between 8pm and 10pm, there have been around thirty occurrences of this
crime since Xmas 2025. The gang surround the victim, having waited round a
blind corner, then rob them and assault them. Police are particularly concerned
that disproportionate violence is being used even when the victim has given up
their valuables. Although some CCTV footage has been obtained it has proved
very difficult to track the criminals back to a point where they were unmasked
and none of the victims have been able to provide useable descriptions of
them.

Police have been and continue to actively carry out operations in the area
including using plain clothes officers and officers on cycles, but no one has yet
been arrested for these specific offences.

More CCTV cameras are planned to be installed in the coming weeks, and
vegetation is being cleared to improve sightlines.

Police are very keen to gather more information about these crimes and are
determined to apprehend the individuals involved. As such Adrian and Rachael



are prepared to share their email addresses with the LC community. They
emphasised that these should be used for ‘after the event’ information rather
than when criminal actions are in progress. If members do witness an active
crime or suspicious behaviour, they should call 999 or 101 at the time. To
ensure the call is prioritised you should contextualise it e.g. “I’ve just gone
through Folkestone Gardens, | know there have been a number of robberies
there recently, | saw five people loitering and all masked up who looked like
they were up to no good....”

o Adrian also suggested that individual cyclists might consider investing in
headcams which may help to deter the criminals.

o Adrian advised that Met Police would provide support if you see your stolen
bike for sale on a website like Facebook Marketplace.

o Lewisham Cyclists’ advice is always to be vigilant and cautious in your choice of
routes in this area and possibly use alternative main road routes like Cycleway
4. If using C10 try to formally, or informally, ‘buddy up’ with other cyclists
passing through the area. And report any suspicious behaviour to Met Police.

o Mario suggested that people with valuable cycles may want to consider
attaching air tags or similar devices to the bike to aid with potential recovery.

o Malcolm suggested the Police leaflet the area where the crimes are being
committed to encourage a cross-community response and potentially ‘warn off’
the criminals.

o James lives near South Bermondsey station and reported seeing apparent
criminal actions like the above fairly regularly.

A couple of other issues were covered:

Lewisham Police are very concerned about eBikes that are deregulated,
powerful and can be ridden at speeds well above the legal power-assisted limit
of 15.5MPH. They recently ran an operation in Crofton Park in which they
seized twenty of these for scrapping, mainly from food delivery workers. We
agreed that the food delivery companies should be taking proper ownership of
this issue. However criminals are also using them and currently the Police are
not allowed to chase them for public safety reasons.

o Fintan also raised the issue of close-passing reporting to Met Police. The online
reporting mechanism is still active but there doesn’t seem to ever be any active
follow-up and feedback. Adrian said he would check on the status of this and
get back to us.

e Community Engagement & Rides.
o Upcoming rides (see our Facebook Events for info and LCC Events page to
register for rides).
= London Explorer ride - Locks, Docks and one Smoking Ferry - Sat 14" Mar
10am.
e Tim to send Jane any info required for Risk Assessment. Brian to
check if he is available to act as backmarker.

o Upcoming Community Events (see our calendar for latest info and also LCC

Events page).
= International Women’s Day Dr Bike @ Downham Centre (in collaboration
with Rachael from Met Police) - Sat 7*" Mar 11am - 1pm.


https://lcc.org.uk/events-calendar/
https://lewishamcyclists.org.uk/calendar-of-events/
https://lcc.org.uk/events-calendar/
https://lcc.org.uk/events-calendar/

e Hoping to also do a puncture repair workshop and provide some
free bike marking kits.

e Rachael would also like to organise further events in future in
collaboration with LC.

« Grove Park ‘Fix & Ride’ Bike Workshop - Sun 15" Mar 11am - 2pm.
= BikeFix @ Telegraph Hill Festival - Sat 21°* Mar 2pm - 5pm.

e We’re also potentially getting involved in a future ‘upcycling’
project to refurbish old bicycles. This has some grant funding.

= Beckenham Place Park BMX Track Dr Bike - Sun 5™ Apr 10am - 2pm.

Topical Items.
o Political Party influencing for next local election on Thu 7" May:

= Have we responded to LCC with all information requested for their
‘Streets for Cycling’ election campaign - Flyers, Group Survey &
Candidate List?

=  We have requested some flyers from LCC. Alex and Brian volunteered to
distribute them.

= Alex said he has completed the Group Survey for LCC.

= LCC minimum expectation from LC is that we send out 2 x emails to
members and 2 x emails to candidates in advance of the election.

=  We don’t yet have candidate lists for all political parties in Lewisham.
The Official candidate list is not published until 15" April.

= Robin & Natalie said they would email us the latest Green Party
candidate list.

= We briefly discussed the idea of a Mayoral Husting on Active Travel. This
could involve Lewisham Pedestrians (Living Streets), Climate Action
Lewisham, Solve the School Run etc. Robin & Natalie said that they
thought Liam Shrivastava (Green candidate for Mayor) would attend if
we could guarantee around 50 attendees. Agreed to discuss further
amongst the Committee whether staging this was a practical prospect or
not?

o Recent issues to be discussed:

= Waterlink Way confluence bridge replacement.

e Diversionary route now in place. Is this working OK?

e We’ve received complaints from members about the route. Brian
& Tim are going to ride over it next week and check signage etc.
and feed back to Lewisham Council.

= Support for LCC Theft Report & Petition https://action.lcc.org.uk/theft

e Members are encouraged to sign this petition.

e Discussed whether the Group should be promoting it via a CIVI
mailout - LCC have already sent out at least three emails to our
members so we decided not to send one out ourselves as that is
enough emails.

= Committee proposal to leave X (Twitter)

e Meeting agreed to deactivate our X account. We haven’t posted
anything for around 6 months. Also need to remove the X feed
into our website and any other references to X.



https://action.lcc.org.uk/theft

e Agreed to post more on Instagram as our main account but also
use BlueSky more.
e Alex to establish a feed from Instagram into the LC website and
investigate if it feasible to do the same with BlueSky.
o Treasurer’s Interim Report (see Appendix A - Ongoing Budget for 25/26 /
Outline Draft Budget for 26/27)
= John commented as follows: "Our overall financial position remains the
same. We are OK this financial year but are likely to be stretched in
2026/27 unless the soon-to-be-launched GoFundMe appeal comes up
with the more-than-expected budget estimate of £500".
= This report was noted but there wasn’t time to discuss it in detail at the
meeting.
e Meeting closed at 8.15pm.

Lewisham Cyclists (The London Cycling Campaign group for London Borough of Lewisham)
lewishamcyclists@gmail.com

www. lewishamcyclists.org.uk

http://www.facebook.com/groups/72380106728/
https://lewishamcyclistsgroup.slack.com/

https://twitter.com/lewicyclists
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Appendix A - Ongoing Budget for 25/26 / Outline Draft Budget for 26/27




Lewisham Cyclists Ongoing Budget for 2025/26 as at 21 feb 2026 ( for Main account)

Income

Received to date

Bank balance from end March 2025

LCC grant

DunRun Ex Gracia 2025

DunRun Ex Gracia 2024 true up (inc. arrears from 2022/24)
Bike sale

Donations (April to date)

Cargo Bike hire

Estimated or expected
Donations for late feb to March 2026 (say)
Plus actual income to date

Total actual + estimated income

Expenditure

Paid to date

Mechanics costs for 3rd Sunday sessions at Grove Park April to October

Dr Bike events at The Field, Telegraph Hill festival & Beckenham Place Park etc
Grove Park garage rent March to Jan

DunRun unloading assistment

Consumables

Purchases for Grove Park -Toilet .table,chairs, banner

Cargo Tribike maintenance

Google cloud

Expected or estimated

4733
345
956

1125
300

2086
100

9645

250

9645

9895

760
1135
1650

276

55
286
124

75

4361

Grove Park garage rent Jan March 2026 300
Grove Park 3rd Sunday mechanics costs Feb to March 2026 270
Further Dr Bike events - say 2 & 200 each 600
Consumables 250
Google Cloud & misc (say) 175
Total estimated future expenditure 1595
Plus actual expenditure to date 4361
Total actual + estimated expenditure 5956
Estimated net worth at end March 2026 (£9895-£5956) 3939

John Phillips Actual Main Account bank balance at 21 Feb 2026

21Feb 2025 £5,285

(for March meeting) Grant account bank balance is a residual £70

<totalrec'dto date

<total paid to date



Outline Draft Budget for 2026/27 (Main account) as at 21 feb 2026

Estimated Income
Est. Bank balance at March 2026
LCC grant for 2026/27

Donations

Possible bike sales & hire

Payment for DunRun unloading assistance ex. Southwark Cyclists 2026
Possible GoFundMe donations - no past history available

Total

Estimated Expenditure

Mechanics costs for 3rd Sunday sessions at Grove Park (11x£90)
Dr Bike events (10 x £150)

Grove Park garage rent

Consumables

Google cloud (£7 p.m). & misc cost and purchases

Estimated net worth at end March 2027 £
21 Feb 2026

3939
345
2200
300
1000

500 ?*

8284

990
1500
1800

250

600

5140

3144

2?




